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Congratulations, the Cochrane Musculoskeletal Group is pleased to announce that your review 

has been accepted for publication in The Cochrane Library! 

 

We thank you for all the hard work and commitment that you have devoted to completing your 

Cochrane Review. Your contribution helps improve accessible healthcare information. 

 

When registering a review with the Cochrane Collaboration, authors agree to keep it up-to-date. It 

is Collaboration policy that reviews should either be updated within two years. Please ensure you 

use the RevMan file submitted for publication when you undertake the update. If you do not have 

access to this file, contact the editorial base and we will provide it to you. When undertaking an 

update, please let the editorial base know so that we can ensure that you have the latest 

methodological guidelines and that you are aware of any new Collaboration policies. 

 

Selected Musculoskeletal Group reviews will be considered for co-publication with The Journal 

of Rheumatology. When publishing in The Journal of Rheumatology, it is the author’s 

responsibility to reformat their review accordingly and cover the expenses requested by the 

journal.  Please see the Appendix below for the agreement.  

 
Once again, we thank you for your time and dedication in completing a Cochrane review.  

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Elizabeth Ghogomu and Renea Johnston, 

Managing Editors (Ottawa and Australian Editorial Bases) 
 

On behalf of: 

The Musculoskeletal Group 
Email: cmsg@uottawa.ca and renea.johnston@med.monash.edu.au 
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THE COCHRA%E HA%DBOOK FOR SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS OF 

I%TERVE%TIO%S   
 

 
The Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of Interventions is the official document that 

describes in detail the process of preparing and maintaining Cochrane systematic reviews on the 

effects of healthcare interventions. The current version of the Handbook is 5.0.1 (updated 

September 2008). It is available in various formats: 

• Printable version  

• Browsable version online 

• Browsable version from the help menu in RevMan 5 

 

It has a new structure, with 21 chapters divided into three parts. 

• Part 1, relevant to all reviews, introduces Cochrane reviews, covering their planning and 
preparation, and their maintenance and updating, and ends with a guide to the contents 
of a Cochrane review or protocol.  

 

• Part 2, relevant to all reviews, provides guidance on preparing reviews, covering eligibility 
criteria, searching, collecting data, within-study bias, analyzing data, reporting bias, 
presenting and interpreting results.  

 

• Part 3, relevant to some reviews only, addresses special topics, including particular 
considerations in addressing adverse effects, meta-analysis with non-standard study 
designs and using individual participant data. This part has new chapters on 
incorporating economic evaluations, non-randomized studies, qualitative research, 
patient-reported outcomes in reviews, and reviews in health promotion and public health. 
A final chapter describes the new review type of Overviews of reviews.  

 

 

To access the Handbook online please visit:  

http://www.cochrane-handbook.org/  

 
 

 

If you have any questions about the Handbook, please feel free to email cmsg@uottawa.ca or 

renea.johnston@med.monash.edu.au  
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APPENDIX TO THE COCHRANE MANUAL (please check the most recent 

version of the Cochrane Manual to ensure the most up to date list) 

Co-publication agreements/correspondence with journal editors re publishing 
Cochrane Reviews  
 
 
American Journal of Gastroenterology 
Anesthesia and Analgesia [see correspondence below] 
Archives of Dermatology 
British Journal of Dermatology 
British Journal of Surgery [see correspondence below] 
British Medical Journal 
BMJ Publishing Group’s specialist journals (all) 
Cancer Treatment Review (CTR) [see editorial in CTR 2003;29:149] 
Climacteric [see correspondence below] 
Cochlear Implants International [see ENT Group correspondence below] 
Colorectal Disease [see correspondence below] 
Diseases of Colon and Rectum 
European Journal of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery (EJVES) 
Health Education Journal [see correspondence below] 
Human Reproduction 
HNO [see ENT Group correspondence below] 
International Journal of Epidemiology [see correspondence below] 
International Journal of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology [see ENT Group correspondence 
below] 
JAMA [see correspondence below] 
Journal of Audiological Medicine [see ENT Group correspondence below] 
Journal of General Internal Medicine [see correspondence below] 
Journal of Health Services Research and Policy [see correspondence below] 
Journal of Human Hypertension [see correspondence below] 
Journal of Laryngology and Otology [see ENT Group correspondence below] 
Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology 
Journal of the National Cancer Institute [see correspondence below] 
Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry [see correspondence below] 
Journal of Rheumatology [see correspondence below] 
Journal of Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nursing (Journal of WOCN) 
Obstetrics and Gynecology [see correspondence below] 
South African Medical Journal [see correspondence below] 
Stroke 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Correspondence from Co-ordinating Editors re publishing Cochrane Reviews: 
 
From: Peter Tugwell, Co-ordinating Editor, Musculoskeletal Group 
Sent: 18 September 2002 
To: DA Gordon, Journal of Rheumatology 

 920 Yonge Street, Suite 115,  
Toronto, ON  
Canada  
M4W 3C74 

Re:   Simultaneous publication of Cochrane Reviews in The Journal of Rheumatology   
 
Thank you for the confirmation of your support of the arrangements to submit our 
Cochrane Reviews simultaneously to The Journal of Rheumatology and the Cochrane 
Library. This letter is to ensure that we are clear on the process.  
 
As discussed, upon submission we will send you: 
 

1) A cover letter endorsing the Cochrane review 
2) Copies of two external referees' assessments of the Cochrane review 
3) Four copies of the Cochrane review, including tables and graphs, as well as an 

electronic copy on disk as per The Journal of Rheumatology author 
guidelines.(**) 

 
We understand that Cochrane Reviews submitted by this process will not normally be 
peer-reviewed again, and the time frame for publication may vary from time of 
submission but will usually be between three to six months. In The Cochrane Library the 
Cochrane review will cite The Journal of Rheumatology as a co-publication when posted 
(or cited as "in press" if posted prior to print publication). We anticipate that The Journal 
of Rheumatology might receive approximately 8 Cochrane Reviews for publication a 
year.  
 
Many thanks for your ongoing support of The Cochrane Collaboration and, in particular, 
the Musculoskeletal Group. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Tugwell.  

 

**note – the Journal of Rheumatology now uses an online submission system. 

Authors will receive instructions on how to submit their manuscript online. 


